A LIST OF SUGGESTED BIBLE READINGS

Bible readings normally are read in the middle of the Service. You can have them
somewhere else if so desired. Please speak to the Minister about it.

Perhaps you might like to consider the following:

e Choose a reading from those listed below, or some other passage of your
preference. It is also possible to combine two or more if you wish.

e If you would like to leave the choice of a reading to the Rector, please
advise him of this.

e You may like to choose a relative or friend to read the Bible.

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 (New International Version)

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can
fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move
mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor
and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.
It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of
wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails. But
where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be
stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we
prophesy in part, but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears.

When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a
child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. Now we see but a
poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part;
then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. And now these three remain:
faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.”

1 John 4:7-19 (New International Version)

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who
loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not
know God, because God is love. This is how God showed his love among us: He
sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is
love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love
one another. No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in
us and his love is made complete in us.

We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.
And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Saviour
of the world. If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in
him and he in God. And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. In this way, love
is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of
judgment, because in this world we are like him. There is no fear in love. But
perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one
who fears is not made perfect in love. We love because he first loved us.
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Colossians 3:12-17 (New International Version)

Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other
and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as
the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all
together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as
members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom,
and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts
to God. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Ephesians 5:21-33 (New International Version)

Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. Wives, submit to your
husbands as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the
head of the church, his body, of which he is the Saviour. Now as the church
submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up
for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the
word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle
or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. In this same way, husbands ought
to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.
After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as
Christ does the church--for we are members of his body. "For this reason a man
will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will
become one flesh." This is a profound mystery--but I am talking about Christ and
the church. However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself,
and the wife must respect her husband.

Matthew 5:1-12 (New International Version)

Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down.
His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them, saying: "Blessed are the
poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Blessed are the pure in
heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called
sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you,
persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice
and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

John 15:5-17 (New International Version)

Jesus said, "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in
him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does
not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such
branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and
my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. This is
to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my
disciples. As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my
love. “If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have
obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so
that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. My command is
this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that
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he lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command.
I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's
business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from
my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you
and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. Then the Father will
give you whatever you ask in my name. This is my command: Love each other.”

Genesis 1:26 - 2:4 (New International Version)

God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over
the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth,
and over all the creatures that move along the ground." So God created man in
his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created
them. God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number;
fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air
and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” Then God said, "I give
you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that
has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. And to all the beasts of the
earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground--
everything that has the breath of life in it--1 give every green plant for food." And
it was so. God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was
evening, and there was morning--the sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. By the
seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day
he rested from all his work. And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy,
because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done. This is
the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

Genesis 2:18-25 (New International Version)

The Lord God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper
suitable for him." Now the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the beasts
of the field and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the man to see what
he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was
its name. So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all
the beasts of the field.

But for Adam no suitable helper was found. So the Lord God caused the man to
fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs
and closed up the place with flesh. Then the Lord God made a woman from the
rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. The man said,
"This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 'woman’,
for she was taken out of man." For this reason a man will leave his father and
mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.

The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.



